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ANNOUNCEMENTS POPE'S INTENTION

We pray that educators may be credible

witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than

competition and helping the youngest and most

vulnerable above all.

Chúng ta hãy cầu nguyện để các nhà giáo dục

trở nên chứng nhân đáng tin cậy, biết dạy về

tình huynh đệ hơn là ganh đua, cũng như biết

ưu tiên giúp đỡ những ai nhỏ bé nhất và dễ bị

tổn thương nhất.
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BETANIA XXI

Location: Immaculate Conception Retreat        
Center 
Date: March 3rd to March 5th 
Fee: $60.00 before/on Feb. 12th
        $80.00 after Feb. 12th
All registration will be online and available
on January 7th, 2023

TRAINING CAMPS

Tiberia XVII 
Date: May 31st - June 4th

Damas 25 & 26
Date: June 15th - 18th 

See attachment below for more info. 

http://www.liendoanphaolohanh.org/


Pope St. Paul VI once wrote, “Modern man listens

more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if

he does listen to teachers, it is because they are

witnesses'' (Evangelii Nuntiandi, n. 41). He wrote

this statement in 1975, and it continues to ring true

today. I have been teaching in high school for the

past 7 years, and I feel the power and effect of this

statement everyday as an educator. No matter how

many lessons are taught and how many mountains

of tests, papers, projects, and homework are 

corrected, I realize that students do not remember much of these assignments but rather the

anecdotal stories that I shared with them and my reactions to their quirks and shenanigans.

Experience tells me that students listen more to those who are “real” and “down to earth” with

them. As young men and women striving for acceptance, students look to those adults who treat

them with respect and dignity as “equals”.

Students often are mindful of how they are doing in comparison and in competition with their

peers. Either they work hard to get that top grade/ranking or they find “another way” to be the

“best” without much effort. Parental demands and expectations can fuel this

“comparison/competitive culture” among their children and in the school environment. Being

educators, we can find ourselves caught in the ambivalence of this culture when we facilitate

competitions in our classrooms or Thieu Nhi environment in the name of “helping our students to

learn”. Perhaps through this competitiveness, we can teach our students and Thieu Nhi members

the value of teamwork and collaboration. When done with love and good planning, competitions

can help bring out the best of each individual and facilitate mutual admiration among diverse

groups. Working together in harmony and wanting the best for others helps each of us to live well

under the commandment of loving God and our neighbor.

As a classroom teacher, I have had the challenge and privilege of working with students with

various learning and emotional difficulties. These students are often vulnerable to self-esteem and

disciplinary issues that can hinder their progress in learning and human maturity. Sometimes these

students mask their vulnerabilities by acting out negatively. An astute educator would inquire into

the causes for such behaviors before passing judgments on the so-called “troublemakers”.

Oftentimes these students are the ones who need not only our patience but our “labor of love” the

most.

After all, being said and done, teaching and educating is not an easy endeavor. However, we can

find inspiration in St. John Bosco, the Father and Teacher of Youth, when he tells us: “Education is

a matter of the heart”. When students feel loved and cared for by the educator, they open up their 
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minds and hearts to the teachings and good examples of their beloved teacher. Don Bosco gave

this secret formula of success in working with young people to his Salesian brothers and priests:

“Learn to make yourself loved”. As they say, it is hard to “keep a secret” (pun intended).

Nonetheless, I share this secret with all of us educators who are Chaplains, Chaplain Assistants,

and Huynh Trưởng. 

Above all, we have the beautiful example of our Great Teacher Jesus Christ. Jesus teaches us not

only by his words but, especially, by his Incarnation (life), Passion (sufferings), Death, and

Resurrection. Out of love for us, He laid down his life so that our lives may be filled with an

abundance of joy, peace, and grace. May we love young people as Jesus loves them and embrace

our vocation as educators of the heart. Let us pray for ourselves and all educators to have the

heart of Jesus in everything that we do and say with young people.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to each of you and your families. Please know of my

prayers for you and keep me in your prayers also.


















